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THE SYNOD OF DORDRECHT
1618/1619

The Synod of Dordrecht (or Dordt) and its decisions have been critical
for the developments of international Calvinism, not least because it repre-
sented the first and, to the present, only international Reformed Synod. The
acceptance of the Canons of Dordrecht meant an end to decades of inner-
Reformed discussions on the relation between God's sovereigni
responsibility. In Dordreche, the Reformed doctrine on this
defined as the sole way of dealing with it according to Scriprure. This all
meant that Dordrecht became the unifying force for gencrations of Calvinis
Reformed churches around the world which accepted the Canons as their con-

and human

al issue was

fessional basis and norm. The confessional status is similar to that of the
Lutheran Baok of Coneord, implying thar for the coming centuries one’s posi-
tion on Dordrechr was essential for being Reformed. Although the main focus
of the Synod was on the dispute on predestination, decisions made on other
topics were also very important and influential. Dordrecht was significant also

in regard to Church polity. With the acceprance of the so-called Dordrecht
Church order (Dordtse kerkorde), the responsibilities of Church and state
where clarified and the Church order of Dordrecht remained for centuries the
rule for Church polity in Reformed churches in the Netherlands. Of further
lasting imporrance was the decision on a new Bible translarion, which was
published in 1637 as the Statenvertaling, a rranslation that not only shaped
Reformed spirituality for centuries, but also had a large impact on the devel-
opment of the Dutch language.

HisToricaL BACKGROUND

The Synod of Dordreche and its main doctrinal document, known as the
Canons of Dordrecht, resulted on the one hand from an internarional dispute
over the relationship berween divine sovereignty and human responsibilicy
which lasted more than half a century, and on the other hand from growing
political and theological tensions in the Netherlands.

The international dispute goes back to the debate berween Luther and
Erasmus over the freedom of the will, to Augustine’s battles with Pelagius, and
even to the Bible itself in the discussion in Rom. 9-11 about the election of
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This volume includes the critical editions — in some cases the very first
critical editions — of a selection of synods of the Churches of and after
the Reformation, here specifically from 1877 to 2010. This collection of
synodai decrees represents different confessional families and covers a

wide linguistic and geographicai spectrum between Europc and North

| THE UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN
CONFERENCE ON LIFE AND WORK

THE MESSAGE OF THE CONFERENCE
Stockbolm, August 29, 1925

t. The Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work, assembled ac
Stockholm from August 19 to 30, 1925, and composed of representatives of the
greater number of Christian communions coming from thirty-seven nations
of the Old and New Worlds, and of the Near and Far East, sends this brother-
ly message to all followers of Christ, besceching them to join with them in
prayer, confession, thanksgiving, study and service. We regret that not all
Christian communions b

¢ found it possible to accept our invitation, for in
view of the vital and far-reaching issues with which we have been concerned,
we cannot but hope for that co-operation of all pares of the Church of Christ
without which its testimony and influence in the world must be incomplete.

2. For five years men and women have planned and prayed that this Con-
ference mighe be held. Other efforts for closer relations berween the Churches
have prepared the way. But this has proved the most signal instance of fellow-
ship and co-operation, across the boundaries of nations and confessions,

which the world has yet scen. The sins and sorrows, the struggles and losses of
the Grear War and since, have compelled the Christian Churches to recognize,
humbly and with shame, that ‘the world i

s too strong for a divided Church’,
Leaving for the time our differences in Faith and Order, our aim has been to
secure united practical action in Christian Life and Work. The Conference

20 itselfis a conspicuous fact. Bur it is only a beginning.

17 the - Church] this statement of the First Conference on Life and Work became
anc of the mast famous slogans of the carly ccumenical movement 18 /19 Lea
Work] the Conference delibera al issues following another popular
slogan of the time: ‘Doctrine divides, unites!, Indeed, despite the overlap
in personnel among the movements for Faith and Order and Life and Wark, rensions
marked their relationship

ng —

ly avoided docu
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CONCILIORUM OECUMENICORUM
GENERALIUMQUE DECRETA

The series Conciliorum Oecumenicorum Generaliumque Decreta is intended to offer a better critical edition for
the decrees of

Councils and synods recognised as eccumenical by one or more Churches,
- general Councils of the Churches of one or more traditions,

Councils which have a greater importancc in the history of the Churches themselves.

Canonical reception, theological cffect, the scholarly
consensus, are therefore applied as the main criteria of a
work based on scientific parameters and on philological
principles: however, as well as each scholar who needs
definitive editions, also the theologian can trace the proper
approach of his discipline and confession.

When finished, the series will span almost two millennia
of conciliar decrees, all of them critically edited, indexed
and introduced by specialists. This unprecedented research
program is conducted under the direction of Giuseppe
Alberigo i.m. and Alberto Melloni, its results being
published as a subseries in the renowned source collection
Corpus Christianorum.

“The COGD series is an impressive enterprise (..)In summary: these collections are very useful, and are gcncraiiy very well done. It gocs

without saying that anyone who wishes to study these Councils must take account of a great deal of material outside the decrees themselves.”

(Bengt Alexanderson, in: Augustinianum, 58,1 (2018), p. 265-266)

“This highly useful volume of carefully edited source material is compelling on several levels. Most immediaely, the documents themselves,
while largely known to scholars, have never been so conveniently available in one place. In many cases, the editorial work also improves
on previously existing editions of the same material. In addition, several of the documents have not been readily available at all, and their
newly edited inclusion will be welcome to a broad range of historians of carly modern Christianity and Christian doctrine. Finally, the
juxtaposition of these texts in one volume, and, more fundamentally, in Corpus Christianorum’s distinguished series of critical editions of
the decrees of ccumenical and general councils, makes a contribution of a differenc kind. It allows these documents to be seen as examples of a genre,
and at the same time expands previous boundarics of that genre by raising deeper questions on the nature of councils and what makes them

“general” or “ecumenical” (...)

(..) what has been said about the council is at least as interesting as anything said at the council. Perhaps thatisa ﬁtting motto for the volume
as a whole, which combines mcticuiousiy preparcd editions of important primary sources with a stimuiating and provocativc editorial

vision. [t will be ofgrcat interest to a wide range of scholars and beiongs in every thcoiogicai iibrary.”

(Kenneth G. Appoid, in Zhe Catholic Historical Review, 111.1,2025, p- 194, 196)
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