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On 25 January 1547 Henry VIII died at the palace of Whitehall 
and in the months that followed, all his possessions, including 
his arms, armour and ordnance, were inventoried. The resulting 
manuscript provides a unique insight into the military world 
during a period when a monarch was expected to take an 
active part in defence of his or her realm. 

The aim of the Inventory Project, established in 1991 
by David Starkey and supported by the Society of 
Antiquaries of London, is to publish the text of that 
1547 Inventory, together with specialist essays 
on each of the principal categories of art and 
artefacts that it lists. The fi rst phase of the 
project was completed in 1998 with the 
publication of the complete transcript 
of the Inventory, comprising MS 129, 
held by the Society of Antiquaries, 
and Harley MS 1419, in the British 
Library. The fi rst of the three volumes 
of commentary was published in 2012 
and awarded the British Art Book Prize 
2014 by the Historians of British Art.
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