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Woolf’s sixty-seven reading notebooks constitute a vast repository of facts, ideas,
quotations and comments from which several projects stem: reviews, essays or chapters
of critical books.

These notebooks offer a fascinating insight into her mind at work, reading “with a pen and
notebook, seriously”, engaged in a lively dialogue with the literary tradition, receptive to the books
she is reading and preparing at the same time the critical work that she intends to produce. The
editions in this series situate the notes in the immediate context of Woolf’s writing project and in
the general context of her relationship to the authors being read. They provide a full transcription
of each note and whenever possible quote the passage in the source from which it derives, and
identify the place where it has been used. They offer a stimulating demonstration of practical
intertextuality in progress.
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The two notebooks published and presented in this volume,
notebooks XIV and XLVI (according to Brenda Silver’s classifica-
tion), were used for the preparation of “Phases of Fiction”, one of
her most original works, and for several essays and reviews. They
include quotations, comments on the spur of the moment, and
tentative planning for the writing in progress.

Browse Sample Pages




Lf LU;C«,J by And :{""ahb/""l"j '
r I 4W% D"m’?.

Overview

Transcription of Notebook 14

Notes on Sidney Lee, Principles of Biography
Notes on Harold Nicolson, Some People

Notes on Ann Radcliffe, The Mysteries of Udolpho
Notes on Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey

Notes on Charles Dickens, Bleak House

Notes on John Ruskin, Preterita

Notes on The Letters of Philip Dormer Stanhope,
Earl of Chesterfield

Notes on Lord Chesterfield’s Characters

Notes on review of Matrix by Dorothy Wellesley
Notes on Charles Dickens, Bleak House

Notes on George Eliot, Silas Marner

Notes on Henry James, What Maisie Knew

Notes on Marcel Proust, The Guermantes Way
Notes on Feodor Dostoevsky, The Possessed

Notes on Thomas Love Peacock, Crotchet Castle

Transcription of Notebook 46

Notes on The Letters of Philip Dormer Stanhope,
Earl of Chesterfield

Notes on life in fiction
Notes on Ann Radcliffe, The Mysteries of Udolpho

Notes on George Meredith, The Ordeal of
Richard Feverel

Notes on George Meredith, Beauchamp’s Career

Notes on George Meredith, The Adventures of
Harry Richmond

Notes on George Meredith, The Egoist,
A Comedy in Narrative

Notes on The Letters of George Meredith
Notes on Laurence Sterne’s Letters

Notes on Wilbur L. Cross, The Life and Times
of Laurence Sterne

Notes on Laurence Sterne, A Sentimental Journey

Notes on Charles Dickens, Bleak House

Notes on Tristram Shandy Notes on Frances Burney’s Diary and Other Writings

Notes on Herman Melville, Moby Dick Notes on Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice

Notes on the novel Notes on Feodor Dostoevsky, The Possessed

Notes on Florence Emily Hardy, The Early Life of Notes on Charles Hughes, Mrs. Piozzi’'s Thraliana

Thomas Hardy Notes on Hester Lynch Piozzi, Anecdotes of

Notes for ‘Phases of Fiction’ the Late Samuel Johnson

Notes on Marcel Proust, Swann's Way Notes on Lady Dudley’s obituary

Notes on Anthony Trollope, The Small House

at Allington
Z.
£ .
£
T p
<, L7
3 V/
y . ¢
4\ 2, Yz, L éc\,( ) Li"t‘. >
e g L
s oy e 7 ‘;‘2 “1 e - ~
7 o i Hfr';/ 4 S = o i
S 1 S o N LT
5 K ) T
Z w7 Vi A
A @y ~ 2 &



Sample pages

RN 14,46

[46]

Purple ink

< Souree: Herman Melville, Moby Dick or

The Whale [1851]. Boston: The St Botolph
Society, 1892.

— Use: “Phases of Fiction® [The Bookwan,
April, May and June 1929, Essays V: 40-88

Moby Dick.

the sea the image of the ungraspable phantom of life
loose — generalised.

« Moby Diek, 9 Were Niagara but a cataract of sand, would you travel your thousand miles
to see it? Why did the poor poet of Tennessee, upon suddenly receiving two handfuls of
silver, deliberate wether to buy him a coat, which he sadly needed, or invest his moncy in a
pedestrian trip 1o Rockaway Beach? Why is almost every robust healthy soul in him, at
some {ime or other crazy to go to sea? Why upon your first voyage as a passenger, did you
yourself feel such a mystical vibration, when first fold that you and your ship were now out

of sight of land. Why did the old Persi

ns hold the sea holy? Why did the Greeks give it a

40

m

By reasan of these things, then, the whaling voyage was welcome: the great flood gates of
the wonder world swung open, and in the wild conceits that swayed me to my purpose, two
and two there floated into my inmest soul, endless processions of the whale, and, mid most
of them all, ane Grand hooded phantom, like a snow hill in the sir

my shadow is my true suby icism CI.

+— Moby Dick, 40: [t needs scarcely to be told. with what feelings, on the eve of a Nantucket
vayage, I regarded those marble tablets, and by the murky light of that darkened doleful day
1ead the fate of the whalemen who ha gone before me. Yes. Ishmacl. the same fate may be
thine. But somehow I grew merry again. Delightful inducements to embark, fine chance for
promotion, it seems — aye, a stove boat will make me an immortal by brevet. Yes. there is
death in this business of whaling — a speechlessly quick chaotic bundling of a man inte
ernity. But what then? Methinks we have hugely mistaken this matter of Life and Death.
Methinks that what they call my shadow is my true substance.

So soon as I hear that a man gives himself out for a / philosopher I conclude &«
= yet they make Ish[majel. one

«— Moby Dick, 52:[....] pethaps, to be tue philosoplers, we mortals should not be conscious

of so living or so striving. So soon as | hear that a man gives himself out for s philosopher
Leonclude that, like the dyspeptic old woman, he must have “broken his digester.

all deep thinking: the effort of the soul to / keep the independence of her sea
The effort of the word 1o transubstantiate / the flesh: to become mystical

< Maby Dick, 103-104: When on that shivering winier’s night, the Pequod thrust her
wvindictive bows into the cold malicious waves, who should I see standing at her helm but
Bulkington! I looked with sympathetic awe and fearfulness upon the man, who in mid-
winter just landed from a four years® dangerous voyage, could so unrestingly push off again
for still another tempestuous term. The land seemed scorching to his feet. Wonderfullest
things are ever the unmentionable: deep memories vield no epitaphs: this six-inch chapter
is the stoneless grave of Bulkington. Let me only say that it fared with him as with the
storm-tossed ship, that miserably drives along the leeward land. The port would fain give
suceor; the port is pitiful: in the port is safety. comfort, hearthstone, supper, warm blankets,
friends, all that’s kind to our mortal; But in that gale, the port, the land, is that ship’s
direst jeopardy; she must fly all hos-//pitality; one touch of land, though it but graze the keel,
would make her shudder through and through. With all her might she crowds all sail off
shore, in so doing, fights *gainst the very winds that fain would blow her homeward, seeks
all the lashed sea’s landlessness again; for refuge’s sake forlomly rushing into peril; her
only friend her bitterest foe!

Know ye now, Bulkington? Glimpses do ye seem to see of that mortally intolerable truthy,
that all deep, eamnest thinking is but the intrepid effort of the soul o keep the open
independence of her sea; while the wildest winds of heaven and earth conspire fo cast her
on the treacherous, slavish shore?

These characters are strange & violent:  Stab Starbuck / like Wiuthering].
Hcights.

«— Moby Dick, 111-112: Starbuck was no crusader afler perils; in him courage was not a
seatiment, buta thing simply useful 1o hin, and always at hand upon all mortally practical

put meaning. And still
pt grasp the tormenting,
| But that same image,

spable phantom of life;

he great flood gates
ke a snow hill in the

lus coasts. Not ignoring
|al with it - would they
luales of the place one
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