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The book series publishes investigations in the significance of

Protestantism for the aesthetics of Nordic cultures and thereby

helps to remedy what Inger Hammar had termed the “religion-

blindness” of Cultural Studies. The Reformation was established and

institutionalized in the Nordic countries statewide and enduringly

within a few decades as the state church either until now or until very
recently. This was not only one of the most important political factors in the political, social and ecclesiastical
history of Scandinavia, but it has also had a deep impact on cultural life in all its forms until today: on
literature, visual arts, music, on both high and popular culture, on cultural, political and educational
practices. The repercussions concern content (presence of Christian inter-texts) and form: We might detect
a predilection for simplicity, logocentrism, purism, worldliness as obligation, tension between individualism
and collectivism and in consequence a tendency to prefer aesthetic forms as subjective poetry, autobiography
and engaged literature. Protestantism as a common denominator of Nordic cultures calls attention to the
significant common ground of different characteristics and developments, on special features compared
with other cultural areas and on the tension-filled dynamics of Nordic cultures on the background of other
transnational developments.

Method of Peer Review Geographical Scope
Double-blind undertaken by (an) external specialist(s) ~Northern Europe, Scandinavia, Baltics
(i.c. appointed by the Board)

Fields of Interest Chronological Scope

History, Reformation Studies, Art History, Literary 1500- ...

Studies, Culture Studies, Scandinavian Studies,

Sociology

Series Editors Editorial Board

JoacHiM GRAGE, Freiburg, Germany Gruriano D’Amico, Oslo, Norway

THOMAS MOHNIKE, Strasbourg, France CLAUDIA LINDEN, Sodertorn, Sweden

LENA ROHRBACH, Basel/Zurich, Switzerland JoacHIM SCHIEDERMAIR, Munich, Germany

o SorHIE WENNERSCHEID, Copenhagen, Denmark
Publishing Manager

ALEXANDER STERKENS

alexander.sterkens@brepols.net

Submissions

The series warmly welcomes volume proposals for both

monographs and thematically coherent essay collections.

Accepted languages: English
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Author Information

For more information about this series, go to_https://www.brepols.net/series/APNE

Brepols Publishers’ general guidelines in English and a proposal form for authors and
editors are available at:

https://www.brepols.net/publishing-with-brepols/books

All volumes in this series are evaluated by an Editorial Board, strictly on academic
grounds, based on reports prepared by referees who have been commissioned by virtue
of their specialism in the appropriate field. The Board ensures that the screening is done
independently and without conflicts of interest. The definitive texts supplied by authors
are also subject to review by the Board before being approved for publication.

Why Publish with Brepols?

. Authors work closely with and benefit from the expertise of the Editorial Board.

. Comprehensive peer review ensures books published with Brepols have a
reputation for high-quality scholarship.

. Continuity of care - authors work with the same publishing manager
throughout the publication process.

. We offer comprehensive copyediting by experienced editors with a background
in Classical, Medieval or (Early) Modern History.

. All volumes published with Brepols are distributed and marketed worldwide.
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Edited by Joachim Grage, Thomas Mohnike, Lena Rohrbach
260 p., 23 b/wills, 11 col. ills, 2022, ISBN 978-2-503-60160-1, € 80 cxct. vare shipping
Also available as eBook

This book explores the aesthetic consequences of Protestantism in Scandinavia. Four-
teen case studies from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century discuss five abstract and
trans-historical principles that characterize Scandinavian aesthetics and that arguably
derive from Protestant thinking and practice, namely: simplicity, logocentrism, tension
between pronounced individualism and collectivism, relatedness to the world, and ethics.
The contributions address the peculiar aesthetics of Scandinavian print, literature, archi-
tecture, film, and opera and reflect on the influence of Protestant traditions on the estab-
lishment of genres and writing practices.
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