Special Offer
Series: Studies in European Urban History (1100-1800), vol. 48

WORDS AND DEEDS

Shaping Urban Politics from below
in Late Medieval Europe
Edited by Ben Eersels & Jelle Haemers
approx. 224 p., 178 x 254 mm, 2020, HB, ISBN 978-2-503-58386-0, €81 (price excl. VAT)

Scheduled to be published June 2020

This book sheds light on why, how and when citizens participated in the urban political
process in late medieval Europe (c. 1300-1500).
This book focuses on the city and urban politics, because historically towns have been an
interesting laboratory for the creation and development of political ideas and practices,
as they are also today. The contributions in this volume shed light on why, how and when citizens participated in the urban
political process in late medieval Europe (c. 1300-1500). In other words, this book reconsiders the involvement of urban
commoners in political matters by studying their claims and wishes, their methods of expression and their discursive and
ideological strategies. It shows that, in order to garner support for and establish the parameters of the most important urban
policies, medieval urban governments engaged regularly in dialogue with their citizens. While the degree of
citizens’ active involvement differed from region to region and even from one town to the next, political participation never
remained restricted to voting for representatives at set times. This book therefore demonstrates that the making of politics
was not the sole prerogative of the government; it was always, to some extent, a bottom-up process as well.
Jelle Haemers is a senior lecturer at the University of Leuven (KU Leuven). He has published widely on the urban history of medieval
Europe, and the social and political history of the late medieval Low Countries.
Ben Eersels is a post doctoral research fellow at the University of Leuven (KU Leuven). His research focuses on the political history of
towns in late medieval Brabant and Liège.
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